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Mr. Hunt, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8. 1393} 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1393) to amend section 67 of the National Defense Act, as amended, 
to provide for an active-duty status for all United States property 
and disbursing officers, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon with amendments, and recommend that the bill, as amended, 
do pass. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE BILL 


Amend the bill by striking out all after the first paragraph begin- 
ning on line 6, and inserting the following language: 


PROPERTY AND FISCAL OFFICERS.—The Secretary of the Army, subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of the Air Force and the Governor or other authority 
of a State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, may appoint, designate or 
detail as United States Property and Fiscal Officer, a Regular officer of the Army 
or the Air Force or a qualified officer of the National Guard of the United States 
or of the Air National Guard of the United States who is an officer of the Nationa! 
Guard or Air National Guard of such State, Territory, or the Distriet of Columbia. 
The President may with the consent of the officer concerned, if such officer is not 
on active duty, order him to active duty to serve as United States Property and 
Fiseal Officer of the State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, for whieh 
appointed, designated or detailed, and upon relief from assignment as United 
States Property and Fiscal Officer, if such officer is not a member of a Regular 
component, he shall revert to his National Guard or Air National Guard status. 
The United States Property and Fiscal Officer shall receipt and account for all 
funds and property belonging to the United States in possession of the National 
Guard or Air National Guard of the State, Territory, or the District of Columbia. 
and shall make such returns and reports pertaining thereto as may be required 
by the appropriate Secretary. Before entering upon his duties as Property and 
Fiscal Officer he shall be required to give good and sufficient bond to the United 
States, the amount thereof to be determined by the Secretaries of the Army and 
Air Foree, for the faithful performance of his duties and for the safekeeping and 
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proper disposition of the Federal property entrusted to his care. He shall receive 
pay and allowances provided by law. The appropriate Secretary shall cause an 
inspection of the pertinent accounts and records of the United States Property 
and Fiscal Officer to be made by an Inspector General of his Department at least 
once each year. The Secretaries are empowered to make joint rules and regula- 
tions necessary to carry into effect the provisions of this section. 


Amend the title so as to read: 


A bill to amend section 67 of the National Defense Act, as amended, to provide 
for an active-duty status for all United States property and fiscal officers, and for 
other purposes. 


EXPLANATION OF THE AMENDMENTS 


At the request of the Department of the Army the bill has been 
completely rewritten so as to bring the terminology used in the original 
language into agreement with terminology now in use. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for United States property 
and disbursing officers of the National Guard an active-duty military 
status rather than the civilian status established pursuant to the 
National Defense Act of 1916. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The position of the United States property and disbursing officer 
was originally established by the National Defense Act of 1916. 
Each State has such an officer and his duties are to receipt for all 
property issued to the National Guard of the State and to account 
for it thereafter. Under the National Defense Act of 1916 these 
officers occupied a civilian status. 

During World War II the offices became vacant because of the fact 
that the National Guard had been federalized and its equipment 
turned in. 

Shortly after the war the positions were again reactivated con- 
currently with the program for reconstituting the National Guard. 
The officers filling these positions were placed on an active-duty status 
under the wartime powers of the President. This arrangement has 
proven very effective and it is the intent of the bill to amend existing 
law so as to continue these officers on an active-duty status rather than 
in the civilian capacity previously occupied by them. 


DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATIONS; COST DATA 


As is pointed out in the June 26, 1951, letter of the Secretary of the 
Army to the chairman of the Committee on Armed Services, the fiscal 
effects of the bill cannot be precisely estimated. It is impossible to 
compare the salaries paid these individuals as civilians prior to World 
War II with the salaries in effect today, and at the same time to take 
into account the greatly increased responsibility which rests on these 
officers. As a matter of actual fact it is difficult to see how enactment 
of the bill would involve any additional personnel costs, excepting 
those which might ultimately accrue because of retirement benefits. 

The Department of the Army, on behalf of the Department of 
Defense, interposes no objection to the enactment of the bill in its 
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amended. form, and this recommendation is concurred in by the 
Bureau of the Budget, as is shown by the letter of the Secretary of the 
Army which is made a part of this report. 

The Comptroller General interposes objection to this bill and to 
previous versions of the bill submitted during preceding Congresses. 
The committee does not agree with the estimate contained in the 
letter of the Comptroller General, which compares total cost to the 
Government of these officers on an active-duty status as compared 
with their prewar salary of $2,400 per annum. ‘The scope of the duties 
and the general salary increases are so much different at the present 
time than they were in 1938 that it is difficult to relate the active-duty 
salary to the figure of $2,400. 

With respect to the objection of the Comptroller General that these 
officers are primarily State officers and therefore should not occupy a 
Federal status, the committee is impressed by the fact that the officers 
have actually occupied a Federal status since the time the National 
Guard was reactivated subsequent to World War II, and that this 
has proven to be a highly workable and satisfactory arrangement. 

A letter from the Comptroller General to the chairman of the 
Committee on Armed Services follows the letter from the Secretary 
of the Army as part of this report. 





DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
Washington 25, D. C., June 26, 1952. 
Hon. Ricuarp B. Russe, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
Uniied States Senate. 


Dear SENATOR Russevi: Reference is made to your request to the Secretary 
of Defense for the views of the Department of Defense with respect to S. 1393, 
Eighty-second Congress, a bill to amend section 67 of the National Defense Act, 
as amended, to provide for an active-duty status for all United States property 
and disbursing officers. The Secretary of Defense has delegated to this Depart- 
ment the responsibility for expressing the views of the Department of Defense 
thereon. 

The Department of the Army on behalf of the Department of Defense has 
considered the above-mentioned bill. The purpose of the bill is to provide an 
active-duty status for United States property and disbursing officers of the Na- 
tional Guard. It is considered desirable that there be an officer available in each 
State, Territory, and the District of Columbia, whose duty it is to receive, account 
for, and insure safekeeping of Federal property or funds issued to the military 
departments thereof. Section 67 of the National Defense Act provides for such 
officers but does not authorize an active military duty status for them. There 
are 52 National Guard officers now on active duty under temporary war powers 
authority, performing the duties of United States property and disbursi.g officers 
and it is desired to have permanent authority to continue them in such military 
status. Their present duties include fiscal, procurement, and property matters, 
but not the disbursement of Federal funds. 

The Department of the Army, on behalf of the Department of Defense offers 
no objection to 8. 1393, Eighty-second Congress. 

The fiscal effects of the proposed bill cannot be precisely estimated. The pre- 
war cost to the Government for maintaining United States property and disbursing 
officers in @ civilian status was approximately $125,500 paid out of appropriations 
for the support cf the National Guard for the fiscal year 1939. The present 
system cf maintaining such officers on an active-duty status to perform the duties 
of United States property and disbursing officers will cost the Government ap- 
proximately $439,400 for the current fiscal year, for pay and allowances, ex- 
clusive of certain additional ccsts that may result from retirement or other benefits 
that will accrue to such personnel as a result of their active duty military status. 

An identical report on H. R. 4111, Eighty-second Congress, a companion bill, 
has been coordinated among the departments and boards of the Department of 
Defense in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 
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The Bureau of the Budget advised that it had no objection to the submission 
of the identical report on H. R. 4111, but recommended that the following re- 
visions be made in the bill: 

(a) “That the provision directing the subject officers be paid from appropria- 
tions for the Army National Guard and the Air National Guard be eliminated 
It is felt desirable that all officers on active duty be carried in the regular pay ap- 
propriations, . 

(b) “That, in order to bring the wording of the bill into accord with the pres- 
ently existing situation, the words ‘United States Property and Disbursing 
Officers’ where used in the bill be changed to the words ‘United States Property 
and Fiscal Officer’ or some other title not carrying a disbursing officer designation, 
and that other appropriate changes be made throughout the bill where references 
to accounting for funds are made. 

(c) “That, for the purpose of providing clear lines of authority and responsi- 
bility, the first quoted sentence be revised to provide for ‘appointment, designa- 
tion, or detail’ by the Secretary of the Army, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Air Force and the governor of the State concerned. It would 
also appear desirable to change the first ‘shall’ in this sentence to ‘may.’ 

(d) “That the appropriate provisions be further modified to permit the detail- 
ing of a Regular officer to such duties rather than a National Guard officer, if it 
were so desired.” 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANK Pacz, Jr., 
Secretary of the Army. 





AssisTANT CoMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STaTEs, 
Washington 25, May 25, 1951. 
B-9180 
B-9188 


Hon. Ricuarp B. Russet, : 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
United States Senate. 


My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: Reference is made to your letter of April 27, 1951, 
acknowledged by telephone on May 3, 1951, transmitting a copy of a bill, 8. 1393, 
to amend section 67 of the National Defense Act, as amended, to provide for an 
active-duty status for all United States property and disbursing officers and 
requesting the recommendations of this Office with respect to such proposed legis- 
lation. 

The bill reads as follows: 

“That the third paragraph of section 67 of the National Defense Act, as amended 
(32 U.S. C. 49), is amended to read as follows: 

‘“*PrRopERTY AND Dispurstinac Orricers.—The governor of each State and 
Territory and the commanding general of the National Guard of the District of 
Columbia shall appoint, designate, or detail, subject to the approval of the Secre- 
taries of the Army and Air Force, a qualified officer of the National Guard of the 
United States or the Air National Guard of the United States who is an officer 
of the National Guard or Air National Guard of the State, Territory, or District 
of Columbia and who shall be the property and disbursing officer of the United 
States. The President may with the consent of the officer concerned order him to 
active duty to serve as United States property and disbursing officer in his respec- 
tive State, Territory, or District of Columbia, and upon relief from assignment as 
United States property and disbursing officer he shall revert to his National Guard 
or Air National Guard status. The United States property and disbursing 
officer shall receipt and account for all funds and property belonging to the 
United States in possession of the National or Air National Guard of his State, 
Territory, or District of Columbia and shall make such returns and reports per- 
taining thereto as may be required by the Secretary concerned, The Secretaries 
of the Army and Air Force are authorized, on the requisition of the governor of a 
State or Territory or the commanding general of the National Guard of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to pay to the property and disbursing officer thereof so much 
of its allotment out of the annual appropriation for the support of the National 
Guard or Air National Guard, as appropriate, as shall, in the judgment of the 
Secretary concerned be necessary for the purposes enumerated therein. The 
United States property and disbursing officer shall render, through the Depart- 
ments of the Army and Air Force, such accounts of Federal funds entrusted to him 
for disbursement as may be required by the General Accounting Office. Before 
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entering upon the performance of his duties as property and disbursing officer he 
shall be required to give good and sufficient bond to the United States, the amount 
thereof to be determined by the Secretaries of the Army and Air Foree, for the 
faithful performance of his duties and for the safekeeping and proper disposition of 
the Federal property and funds entrusted to his care. He shall receive the pay 
and allowances as provided by law and shall be paid out of funds as appropriated 
for the pay of the Army National Guard or Air National Guard, as appropriate: 
Provided, That the Secretary concerned shall cause an inspection of the pertinent 
accounts and records of the property and disbursing officer to be made by an 
inspector general of his department at least once each year: And provided further, 
That the Secretaries of the Army and Air Force are empowered to make joint 
rules and regulations necessary to carry into effect the provisions of this section.’ ’’ 

The bill in the main, is a restatement, with some changes, of the third para- 
graph of section 67 of the National Defense Act of June 3, 1916, as presently con- 
stituted (82 U.S. C. 49). However, there are two changes in the language which 
this Office considers to be of major importance. Those are the changes (the sen- 
tence beginning on line 6 and ending on line 12 of page 2 of the bill, and the sentence 
beginning on line 13 and ending on line 16 of page 3 of the bill) which would 
authorize the President to order United States property and disbursing officers, 
with their consent, to active duty to serve in their respective State, Territory, or 
District of Columbia and to receive the pay and allowances (of their military rank 
or grade), as provided by law, to be paid out of funds as appropriated for the pay 
of the Army National Guard or the Air National Guard, as appropriate. 

Such provisions are similar to provisions contained in the bill, H. R. 4207, 
Kightieth Congress, which was the subject of a report of this Office to the Director, 
Bureau of the Budget, dated December 10, 1947, B-9180, B-9188, copies of which 
were furnished to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives on that same date. The said provisions are also similar to 
provisions contained in the bill, 8. 1197, Eighty-first Congress, which was the sub- 
ject of a report of this Office to the chairman, Senate Committee on Armed Services, 
dated March 29, 1949, same docket numbers. 

The necessity for or desirability of such changes in the language of section 67 of 
the National Defense Act of 1916 is not readily apparent. It is understood that 
the contention previously has been advanced that the main purpose of such pro- 
posed legislation is to make the compensation of the United States property and 
disbursing officers commensurate with their duties. However, it would appear 
that such contention is untenable since the said section 67, as currently in effect, 
contains the following provision: 

‘“* * * He [the United States property and disbursing officer] shall, after 
having qualified as property and disbursing officer, receive pay for his services at a 
rate to be fixed by the Secretary of the Army, and such compensaton shall be a charge 
against the whole sum annually appropriated for the support of the National 
Guard * * *.”’ (Italics supplied.) 

It seems obvious that such existing provisions of law make it possible for the 
Secretary of the Army to fix the rates of compensation of United States property 
and disbursing officers to correspond closely with the volume and variety of their 
duties. On the other hand, I think it evident that if such officers are to be called 
to active duty and paid the active duty pay and allowances of their grade, such 
pay and allowances would not necessarily bear any relation to the size of the 
organization in their respective States, or to the amout of work or duties required 
of them as United States property and disbursing officers which obviously are 
dependent upon the size of the State organization. In that connection there is set 
forth below a tabulation showing the ranks of the United States property and 
disbursing officers of the various States, Territories, and the District of Columbia! 
as listed in the annual report of the Chief, National Guard Bureau, for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1949, and showing the total amount of pay and allowances 
that would be received annually by each if serving on active duty. (Pay and 
allowances are based on service as indicated in National Guard Register for 1943; 
on assumption that service of each officer has been continuous since 1943; and on 
assumption that all such officers have dependents.) 
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Location Rank | Amount 
chalice anlaiaS | —— Salas tacedeians 
SN So ee ik Be tee re ee ott Celts cites til Zecctnsakdencses $10, 323. 00 
BN ES Se iE ch Sk ss pultdaiin cewbudik oe DN ada ioe Ei ls caativabig biased he 7, 920. 00 
SIG i ii issse sas ebikctihh s padbcben inks obdesnne Gaudwee Lieutenant colonel. ......--.---------- 8, 955. 00 
California. ___._- Aide ieemasacaia Moksha tute tia ee SRM ie nek xe blow sweland Raloaniae 8, 955. 00 
GNU. oSh 2. ott oak dun ance ads Cc. clein oto Ee Me. Si th Sen. Chae Es cel deuce 8, 955. 00 
NNINOONOIND. sii bs ce el aE Sk i i eka piedhndinheksangian 8, 955. 00 
I ah an ag I ek | BE RARE aie als a a aS ce te I ..| 110,323.00 
SEE OR VOIR es ot seme widhont ne atoe case OM ods pike back eameeegude ewan 7, 920. 00 
FORGE. cacucndachoducduguasvebektobindeganutoctante Lieutenant colonel. ........-.......-.. 8, 613. 00 
GOOG 5 ot oik eu daha ia had: Kadsde outuan fT lad | als 4 tin wcihomeenth Onenipehaial 6, 723. 00 
BOs & 6'ss soci acne baat a a a aa | Lieutenant colonel__.....-.-..--.-.... | 8, 955. 00 
Illinois eb fe Same te i eee La ee | 7, 929. 00 
Indiana SSNs S wie wk phon thiee<bbine | 8,955. 00 
Iowa_.- E I BR ak ra 8, 955. 00 
DO iid sind a satin tieladieees inp detec he eek | PORIIT 200s ncnps<cnumsvavensugcentenn 7, 920. 00 
Kentucky er i i a a Sebati | 7, 920. 00 
EIR S o cee EL) ce tee = sae pie ISR 325 had so eae ae | 7,920.00 
DO ais os cole set Gis bi Oe eer a Eo ei ha 8 10, 323. 00 
TT i a Lieutenant colonel. ........-.-- einai 7, 758. 00 
Se ae RRM Pee ein oN) Ewes Ba eet | 8, 955. 00 
Be na ee oe ee gee 7 eee. | Colonel... ........ bold Pe ti bate | 10,323.00 
Sa te as ee a A Ny i aa 10, 323. 00 
BE cl: Licduas diva horcheekngssacecchabeeddkeabok au wus Lieutenant colonel. ..........---.----.- | 8, 955. 00 
Re ike ee ee Seo ogee MRE ermal oh Sot To eee ab eae 8, 955. 00 
PE ncn senngiennadion sessile ctatbuun cuuuienn Wivet Methane sk ok tsk cca. | 25,170.56 
INOUTREOE.. CITA. ah ei ea Lbadeeass Lieutenant colonel. .............---..- | 18,955.00 
a Ne ne etait 7, 578. 00 
I ii Nan a Lieutenant colonel. ...........-......- 8, 955. 00 
DOOW GONE. osc cones wc epee twos ees At Fl sei Lbticdcuctebaad ene tiekhud | 8, 955. 00 
New Mexico................... steht ddd cthln cckelpdichecde Be Ecc a a a OE | 8, 955. 00 
I Nh Fie tach deceit hci i ala eh i a 9, 981. 00 
OE I ie woe sihtinlsaidiainden dienes here Lieutenant colonel __.................- 8, 955. 00 
FONG Aon dpwekiecte ccs ccc gade deel, wt ks BENE. GcseVansdicdowadicnedddies se } 7, 749. 00 
Ones iui tosis ch Li wieasldeidindeds che CN es a ee | 10,323.00 
CN, bainsiachbeqsaycbaatduncnasenhaxtuntebieccs Lieutenant colonel. ........-......---- | 8,613, 00 
ean ntiiiatinnntadwasinadcehaduns acto sii ae TO a nee ee a eee Ona 7, 749. 00 
TLR NDEI RAEI Ss! Lieutenant colonel. ..............--..-| 8, 955. 00 
PO NE is ac hubbthins Gdead db badsetl cai a. ROO. se Boi asi caabrdesutisgmabaeie | 7, 920. 00 
I 0k ii des sikh nic achaihibeibadeidh = ik tes eb Ne | 7, 920. 00 
I I Ee eae Lieutenant colonel. _.........-....---- | 8, 613. 00 
SN BE nic cai wee ce ig EA RNG oi thivcecmbubidbdcdditaiiiuad | 7, 920. 00 
cE EEET ET EPS RER CR Tee weer lst Me PMLA Fett Oi i ie ek eae ele } 7, 920. 00 
SEY ETAL. os cn ccunkb own dnabdeeieaviind Lieutenant colonel. ............-...... 18, 955. 00 
TN oe et pte win cineip Sieh ubbasbinace nek ea aoe ae | 7, 920. 00 
SR chbkekadyoncestiuinc mvckab be dae te eet Lieutenant colonel. _..................} 8, 955. 00 
dak ag a ae Os SiS ike ibeabuthibasin biebuleele | 8, 955. 00 
Te a cee a | 8, 955. 00 
eee Eee De de ere 8, 955. 00 
2 OR ene eit. PES UMD. cools cae Mg okt oesdaek 8, 955. 00 
WTO Se cade Sark k Ce cg Pye st COINS 5 ois ak cased ian hdd aieladeinen 10, 323, 00 
Pa akin chit ~didadabindidnaitis takiihintazeuniee Lieutenant colonel. _..........-...-.-.. | 8, 613. 00 

IE iss Sec SRA Nba eae agence ples eo RUT ROR ko bn cea | 443, 560. 56 








' Service record not available. Pay computation based on over 30 years’ service. 
2 Service record not available. Pay computation based on over 8 years’ service. 


Thus, the United States property and disbursing officer for Delaware (colonel) 
with an aggregate allotted National Guard and Air National Guard strength of 
4,423 men would receive $2,403 more in annual pay and allowances than the 
United States p-operty and disbursing office for Texas (major) with an aggregate 
allotted strength of 33,997 men. The same inconsistency runs throughout the 
list. Compare Maine (colonel) with an aggregate allotted strength of 5,603 men 
with Tennessee (major) with an aggregate allotted strength of 14,496; also, 
Alabama (colonel) with an aggregate allotted strength of 12,578 men with Georgia 
(major) with an aggregate allotted strength of 13,888 men, (Strength figures 
taken from appendix B to the annual report of the Chief, National Guard Bureau 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1949.) Hence, it appears that the present 
provisions of law in section 67 of the National Defense Act of 1916 regarding the 
pay of United States property and disbursing officers are much sounder than 
those contained in the proposed amendment. As to cost, it may be noted that, 
at present, the appropriation for the National Guard (General Appropriation Act, 
1951, Public Law 759, approved September 6, 1950, p. 160) provides for pay at 
a rate not less than $2,400 per annum for United States property and disbursing 
officers and, if all such officers listed above were paid at that rate, the total annual 
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eost to the Government would be $122,400, or $321,160.56 less than the amount 
it would cost the Government annually if they were to receive active duty pay 
and allowances as proposed in the bill. 

There also is for consideration the fact that under section 67 of the National 
Defense Act of 1916, United States property and disbursing officers are appointed 
by the governors of the respective States primarily to disburse funds apportioned 
to the States for the use of the National Guard and also to protect for the States 
the property, equipment, ete., which the United States has turned over to the 
respective States for training purposes and for which the States are responsible 
and accountable to the Federal Government. In such circumstances, and bear- 
ing in mind that the United States property and disbursing officer is required by 
law to be an officer of the National Guard of the State, Territory, or District of 
Columbia in which he serves, it would seem that the placing of such an officer 
on active duty, in the Federal military service, as apparently contemplated, 
making his full time and attention subject to such duties as may be directed by 
his superior officers or by the Secretary of the Army, would be incompatible with 
his duties as a State officer. Particularly would this appear to be true where the 
United States property and disbursing o‘icer is also the a’ jutant general of the 
State, with numerous State duties and functions, as has been the case in some 
instances in the past. In such connection, it may be noted that an officer of 
the Regular Army on the active list may not be appointed an officer of the Na- 
tional Guard of the United States, the two offices being incompatible. See Digest 
of Opinions of the Judge Advocate General of the Army (1912-40), section 1266 (a), 


page 634. 


For the reasons stated I do not recommend favorable consideration of the bill, 


8. 1393. 


Sincerely yours, 


FRANK L. YATEs, 


Assistant Comptroller General of the United States. 


Comparison required by Rule XXIX of the Standing Rules of 


the Senate. 


Existinc Law 


32 Uw. 8S. C. 49--PROPERTY AND DIS- 
BURSING OFFICERS 


The governor of each State and Terri- 
tory and the commanding general of the 
National Guard of the District of 
Columbia shall appoint, designate, or 
detail, subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of War, the Adjutant General, 
or an officer of the National Guard of 
the State, Territory, or District of 
Columbia, who shall be regarded as 

roperty and disbursing officer of the 

Jnited States. He shall receipt and 
account for all funds and _ property 
belonging to the United States in posses- 
sion of the National Guard of his State, 
Territory, or District and shall make 
such returns and reports concerning the 
same as may be required by the Secre- 
tary of War. The Secretary of War is 
authorized, on the requisition of the 
governor of a State or Territory or the 
commanding general of the National 
Guard of the District of Columbia, to 
pay to the property and disbursing 
officer thereof so much of its allotment 
out of the annual appropriation for the 
support of the National Guard as shall, 
in the judgment of the Secretary of 
War, be necessary for the purposes 
enumerated therein. He shall render, 





THe Bini 


PROPERTY AND Fiscat OrricErs.— 
The Secretary of the Army, subject to 
the approval of the Secretary of the 
Air Force and the Governor or other 
authority of a State, Territory, or the 
District of Columbia, may appoint, 
designate or detail as United States 
Property and Fiscal Officer, a Regular 
officer of the Army or the Air Force or 
a qualified officer of the National Guard 
of the United States or of the Air 
National Guard of the United States 
who is an officer of the National Guard 
or Air National Guard of such State, 
Territory, or the District of Columbia. 
The President may with the consent of 
the officer concerned, if such officer is 
not on active duty, order him to active 
duty to serve as United States Property 
and Fiscal Officer of the State, Territory, 
or the District of Columbia, for which 
appointed, designated or detailed, and 
upon relief from assignment as United 
States Property and Fiscal Officer, if 
such officer is not a member of a Reg- 
ular component, he shall revert to his 
National Guard or Air National Guard 
status. The United States Property 
and Fiscal Officer shall receipt and 
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Existing Law 


through the War Department, such 
accounts of Federal funds intrusted to 
him for disbursement as may be required 
by the General Accounting Office. 
Before entering upon the performance of 
his duties as property and disbursing 
officer he shall be required to give good 
and sufficient bond to the United States, 
the amount thereof to be determined by 
the Secretary of War, for the faithful 
performance of his duties and for the 
safekeeping and proper disposition of 
the Federal property and funds intrusted 
to his care. He shall, after having 
qualified as property and disbursing 
officer, receive pay for his services at a 
rate to be fixed by the Secretary of War, 
and such compensation shall be a charge 
against the whole sum annually appro- 
priated for the support of the National 
Guard: Provided, That when traveling 
in the performance of his official duties 
under orders issued by the proper 
authorities he shall be reimbursed for 
his actual necessary traveling expenses, 
the sum to be made a charge against 
the allotment of the State, Territory, 
or District of Columbia; Provided fur- 
ther, That the Secretary of War shall 
cause an inspection of the accounts and 
records of the property and disbursing 
officer to be made by an inspector gen- 
eral of the Army at least once each 
year: And provided further That the 
Secretary of War is empowered to make 
all rules and regulations necessary to 
earry into effect the provisions of this 
section. 
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account for all funds and property be- 
longing to the United States in posses- 
sion of the National Guard or Air 
National Guard of the State, Territory, 
or the District of Columbia, and shall 
make such returns and reports pertain- 
ing thereto as may be required by the 
appropriate Secretary. Before enter- 
ing upon his duties as Property and 
Fiseal Officer he shall be required to 
ive good and sufficient bond to the 
Jnited States, the amount thereof to be 
determined by the Secretaries of the 
Army and Air Force, for the faithful 
performance of his duties and for the 
safekeeping and proper disposition of 
the Federal property entrusted to his 
care. He shall receive pay and allow- 
ances provided by law. The appro- 
priate Secretary shall cause an inspec- 
tion of the pertinent accounts and 
records of the United States Property 
and Fiscal Officer to be made by an 
Inspector General of his Department at 
least once each year. ‘Fhe Secretaries 
are empowered to make joint rules and 
regulations necessary to carry into effeet 
the provisions of this section. 

Amend the title so as to read: 

“To amend section 67 of the National 
Defense Act, as amended, to provide 
for an active-duty status for all United 
States property and fiscal officers, and 
for other purposes.”’ 
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